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who were sent to the factories only makes their fate the harder, but the
lot of these victims of poverty and bad nurture would probably have
been at least equally wretched if they had been bound to individual
masters or mistresses within the Bills. Wholesale parish apprenticeship
to cotton mills was perhaps almost as much due to the anxiety of the
parish officers to dispose.of children as to that of the manufacturers to
employ them. In 1811 when a Bill was brought in to forbid the binding
of parish apprentices more than a certain distance from their parents, it
was opposed by some of the London parishes as * taking from them the
means of disposing of the children of the poor belonging to them in the
manner in which they had been accustomed to do*.117 In 1817 the
vestry-clerk of St George's Hanover Square gaveevidence that the parish
had formerly sent children to the factories, but that this had ceased since
the Act [1816]: 'We cannot dispose of our children now, there will be
more of them kept in the workhouse and brought up in the workhouse
to be men and women.*120 And it had been realized that the workhouse
could not be that school of all the virtues which the early enthusiasts
had expected. 'When they become the receptacles of youth,* said Sir
Thomas Bernard in 1805, 'they destroy the hope of the succeeding
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generation.
A public outcry arose against the practice of sending batches of
parish children wholesale to the manufacturing districts because the
new philanthropy found it intolerable and disgraceful The old
philanthropy was of a harsher kind, dominated by fears of starvation
and vagrancy. Its ideal was the child who was self-supporting and inured
to labour at the earliest possible age. It would probably have found the
sight of hundreds of little creatures tying threads in a mill an edifying
spectacle, and have seen in them objects preserved from the moral
dangers of the London streets and from die iniquities of the Black
Guard. The change in point of view is as remarkable as in the case of
the slave trade. The old philanthropy, inherited by the early eighteenth
century from the seventeenth, was the outcome of the social conditions
of the time and of the generally accepted fact that the earnings of the
labouring man and his wife were not enough to support a number of
young children.122
The attack on sending children to the factories was largely based on
the supposition that they were injured by being sent to a distancerfrom

